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Dear Parents and Carers 

At St James Academy learners are offered a broad curriculum and the guided
choices process ensures that learners study relevant subjects which meet their
needs and prepare them for life beyond school.

Year 9 Guided Choices and Options Evening 17th March 2025 at 4pm. 

To support you and your child in making an informed decision regarding their
option choices, we would like to invite you to our Guided Choices & Option Evening
on Monday 17th March 2025 at 4pm. We expect learners to be in full uniform.  On
the evening there will be a presentation to explain the process followed by a
Subject Fair which will give you an opportunity to speak with subject leaders about
the courses available.  During this time, parents and learners can find out:

What will I learn?
How will I learn
Who is the course for?
What is the structure of the course?
What courses / employment could I progress to at the end of the course?
Who do I contact for further information?

In school, we have put a detailed and carefully considered plan in place to ensure
that your child will have all the knowledge and information to enable them to make
appropriate choices for their future success including: 

Data collection from subject experts
Assembly 
PSHE Sessions 
Subject talks 
One to One meeting with a member of the senior leadership team 

Throughout this process, we would like you and your child to be committed to
having high aspirations and dreaming big in order to make the right choices.  
Please note, you will receive this information pack and the ‘Dudley Academy Trust’
Options booklet which contains information on every subject offered across the
whole Trust however, not necessarily all subjects will be available at St James. Our
Curriculum Team Leaders and Senior Leadership Team will use the data available
to ensure they guide you and your child throughout this process. 

After the Guided Choices Evening, choices will be submitted online. You will
receive an invitation to register on Eventbrite if you require a further meeting. Our
aim is to ensure ALL option choices are submitted online by the 31st March 2025.
In this booklet, you will see the published timeline of events for you to engage with
the process and a reflection page to support your discussions with your child.
While this process can sometimes be a daunting one, I hope your child is excited
about the decisions they have to make too. Please do not hesitate to contact the
Academy if you have any questions. Please email: Mr Palmer, Assistant Principal:
bpalmer@stjamesacademy.org.uk 

Mr Palmer would be responsible for receiving your emails as a point of contact and
passing the request to the appropriate guided choice team member. You will
receive a response from a member of the team in a timely manner.   

Starting With Your Future In Mind...
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Some of the subjects will be new to learners and some are an extension of key
stage 3. Learners will study a minimum of 8 subjects. The timetable allocation for
each subject for each option subject is 3 hours. All learners will have a timetable of
25 lessons a week consisting of 1 hour lessons.

The English Baccalaureate (EBACC) provides learners with greater options for
further study and further career options in the future. We strongly advise learners
study a core set of five academic subjects - English, Maths, Sciences, History or
Geography and a language.

Learners are expected to choose subjects in the order of preference. We strongly
recommend that learners consider the following when choosing:

Choose subjects you enjoy
Choose subjects you are interested in
Choose subjects that link to your future career pathway
Choose subjects you will excel in

In 2017 the grading system for GCSE was changed from alphabetical system (A, B,
C) to a numerical system using grade 9-1. To aid your understanding of the new
grading system, below is a table showing the historical equivalent.

Good To Know...
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Career plan: In many cases a learner has a specific career ambition. Many
careers have educational requirements expressed in terms of examination
results in particular subjects so it is vital to choose the right subjects.

Personal preference:  As young people get older their personal likes and
dislikes become clearer cut and they may not want to study every subject.
Providing that a good broad general education is undertaken, there is no
reason why a learner should be disadvantaged.   

This choice is important and the following section is designed to help both
learners and parents to make the best decision possible.

There are three main considerations to bear in mind:

The subjects chosen may have an important bearing on the future choice of
career.

The choice will determine the pattern of study for each learner for two years
and it must therefore be a combination which will give the learner a sense of
satisfaction.

The subjects chosen should give the learner the best possible opportunity to
gain the highest level of success of which they are capable.

There will be many other things which are of concern to individual learners.
The important thing is that these should be taken into account by the
individual learner and their parents, as this is essentially an individual choice.
Many people can offer advice but they cannot make the final decision which
must rest with the learner.
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Making The Choice...
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26th
February

Subject Experts will be reviewing
data to provide guidance on
learners’ areas of strengths

Guided Choices 
Parent/Carers Evening

W/C 3rd
March

17th
March

Options Link sent to 
parents/carers to select choices 
Deadline for submission: (31st March)

Parent Support Meeting 
One to One Meeting with
 a senior leader. (Booking required)

18th
March

Submission Deadline (do not miss
this deadline please)

31st 
March

Choices Allocation and Review

Guided Choices 
Learners’ Assembly

End of Summer Term

24th 
March



The World of Employment...
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The World of Employment...
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The World of Employment: Dudley...
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Careerometer...

This is an example of the detail you can get about different career paths, 
this not an exhaustive list.
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this not an exhaustive list.

Careerometer...
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The Suite of Core Academic Subjects..
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YOUR TASK:
RESEARCH 
TOP 5 JOBS

Company Job Title
Subjects
required

Rate your
passion

(1-5)

Order
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OUR
CONTACT
general@stjamesacademy.org.uk

Contact Mr Palmer
bpalmer@stjamesacademy.org.uk


