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With less than a week to go before the end of yet another
school year, it is fitting that we take stock of the many
changes in this building over the last few months, all of
which will have an impact on the new school year which will
start after the summer holidays.
I am pleased to report that we will be fully staffed in
September and that all our newly-appointed teachers have
the best possible skills and knowledge to move our Academy
forwards. Our ambition to provide the very best education for
our learners has seen us increase staffing in Year 7 to reduce
class sizes further and to make some key appointments in
other areas of the Academy.
We have redesigned our Year 11 Momentum programme
based on lessons learned this year. This scheme, designed to
support next year’s Y11 learners with their work and revision,
has already been launched to parents and carers. I am pleased
to be able to report that there is a very positive atmosphere
amongst our new Y11s, all of whom are focused on the very
demanding year ahead.
Changes to the building and its resources will continue over
the next six weeks. The Library was formally opened as our
new Lecture Theatre at the Y11 Prom recently (see opposite)
and the room also served as a base for the Y6 children who
joined us recently for their induction days. Further new
computers are being installed to make the network as upto-date as possible. Work on refurbishing the two computer
suites damaged by flooding before Christmas is almost
complete; they will be fully operational for the new school
year. Other improvements to classrooms across the Academy
are planned over the holidays.
I believe that we are uniquely placed to hit the ground
running in September. Our vision remains unchanged : we
will continue to strive to become the best school in the area
and to be considered a centre of excellence in all that we do.
Your support as parents and carers for what we do is much
appreciated, as is the hard work and dedication of all of our
members of staff.

Y11 Prom

The refurbished Library was the venue for the Y11 Prom held
earlier this month.
The evening also saw the official opening of the Library as a
Lecture Theatre. Further refurbishment is planned over the
coming months which will see new seating installed and the
audio-visual equipment upgraded

Y6
Induction

180 Y6 learners were the Academy’s guests for two days
earlier this month as they got to know what to expect when
they start with us in September.
They spent a full day familiarising themselves with the Y7 L4L
curriculum and were lucky enough to take part in a Sports
Morning on their second day with us.
The feedback from the learners and their parents and carers
was very positive about the event. We look forward to seeing
the children in their brand new uniforms on their first day in
September.

Last day ... First day
This term will finish for learners on Friday, July 19 at 12.30.
School uniform should be worn on this day.
Next term will begin on Tuesday, September 3
- at 8.40 for Y7 learners
- at 9.40 for Y8-11 learners

Y8 Oliver Twist
production

Performing Arts News
by Ms Howe

Ish and Mak (aka Ishmale Collins and Makaiya Handley - Year
8) led on some Urban Street Dance work with Y5 and Y6
learners from Jessons Primary School recently.
In rehearsals the boys took to the studio with their
choreography showing commitment and enthusiasm. Urban
Street Dance is the latest craze hitting all young people.
This free style dance not only allows learners to develop a
multitude of skills such as collaboration, communication and
self-confidence but it also stimulates all areas of the brain.
Ish and Mak were well received by Jessons and will continue
touring primary schools in the borough of Dudley from
September 2019.

Coming next year ...
School production
Performing Arts Evening
Central Dudley Dance Festival

Oracy Conference
by Mrs Argyle

Three year 7 students Adam Azis, Jessica Payne and Tazim Ibrahim and their L4L teacher Mrs
Argyle, went as delegates to Halesowen College on Thursday 11th July as part of the Dudley
Academies Trust and Voice 21.
Here they recited their poems about the journey of a river and the three stages of life a river
goes through. In school within literacy lessons not only have students learnt about poetic
and linguistic devices, the students have been listening to how authors communicate a
narrative through a range of poetry. They learnt also through oracy lessons, how important,
pitch, tone, word emphasis speed, emotion eye contact and confidence are when public
speaking.
They performed their recital in front of a very large audience in a workshop, brilliantly. The delegates were made up of
prestigious people such as author Cathy Cassidy, Academic Professor Carl Chinn MBE, West Midlands Mayor Andy Street and
Alan Howe, a Local Authority Inspector and advisor currently an associate of Oracy Cambridge, CEOs and Headteachers.
To perform in front of such a delegation such as this was a fantastic opportunity and our three students showed their oracy
skills off superbly and were congratulated by some of the delegates after their recital.

Attendance News
by Mrs Halford

The whole school attendance rate has seen a small
improvement over this school year. At 93%, it is at its highest
for some years.
Attendance rates for individual year groups currently stand as
follows :

Year 7
93.9%
Year 9
92.1%

Year 8
92.1%
Year 10
92.9%

Currently 50 of our students have 100% attendance records
for the whole year. They will all be eligible to win prizes in the
end-of-year prize draws taking place this week.
We would like to thank parents and carers for their support in
making sure that learners are attending every day wherever
possible.
Every hour in school matters and makes a difference to
learning.

Speak Out Challenge
by Ms Jackson

St James Academy hosted the Speak Out West Midlands
Regional finals in late June. This proved to be a very
successful night which saw students competing from across
the West Midlands.
On the night students presented speeches on a range of
topics from ‘Fast Food’ and ‘Autism’ to ‘Life without the
Arts’.
Judges on the night included: Sajida Carr, Director of
Operations & Development, Creative Black Country, Jake
Cartwright Member of Youth Parliament for Dudley, Emma
Coffield Police Community Support Officer, Corin Crane
Chief Executive, Black Country Chamber of Commerce,
Rajinder Dudrah Professor of Cultural Studies & Creative
Industries, Birmingham City University, and Siobhan Lloyd
Youth Participation Officer, Dudley MBC.
After a tremendous performance, our very own St James
Academy student Keith Mukewa with his speech entitled
‘Judgements’ achieved 3rd place. This was a brilliant result
and we are sure a sign of more success to come for both
Keith and the school in the future.

Uniform Update
Replacement blazers for
learners in Y8-11 can be
bought from A. Oakes in the
Churchill Precinct.
Other main uniform items can
be sourced from any supplier
including A. Oakes and major
supermarkets.
Students starting in Y7 in
September will be sent details
of how to collect their free
blazers and ties.
Replacement PE kit can now
only be obtained from our
designated suppliers. Details
of how to do this will be
posted on the school website
in early August.

Sport Matters
Rounders News

Sports Day

This term the PE department sent out 2 rounders teams
from Years 7-10.
The girls worked really well as a team winning several games
and being beaten by small margins in the other matches. The
teams’ commitment and enthusiasm were brilliant.
Well done girls!

Sports Day 2019 was a massive success. On Friday 5th July
learners battled against each other in glorious weather to
win trophies and shields for their form, year group and
colour.
Learners entered the field with amazing banners, flags and
props which straight away set the scene for what was to be
an amazing day. Learners took part in a traditional sports
day in the morning competing in long jump, high jump, shot
putt, 100m, 200m, 300m and 600m, with many parents
coming to watch and this is something that we will look to
build on more for next year.
In the afternoon learners had the opportunity to take part
in the tug of war as a form group and the combined relay in
their boys’ and girls’ teams.
Learners worked so well together and supported each other
which was really pleasing to see and they were a credit to
their form, colour and year group.

by Ms Brothwell

Y6 Sports Day
by Ms Brothwell

During the Y6 induction days, learners had their first
opportunity to compete as colours in a Sports day.
Learners competed against each other in bench ball, tug of
war and capture the flag to win medals for their team and
the all-important Year 6 Induction Shield. After a morning
of fierce competition the purple team ran away with the
victory.

by Mr Kerr-Robinson

Overall winners
1st - Purple
2nd – Green
3rd – Blue
4th - Orange
Athletics winners
Year 7 – Blue
Year 8 – Purple
Year 9 – Green

Tug of War winners
Year 7 – Orange
Year 8 – Orange
Year 9 – Green
Relay winners
Year 7 – Purple
Year 8 – Green
Year 9 – Purple

Kit Reminder

From September 2019 all learners are expected to wear
full PE kit :
Plain navy blue polo shirt | Plain navy blue shorts/leggings/
jogging bottoms | Navy blue football socks
Plain navy blue jumper or jacket (NO HOODIES) | Plain navy
blue base layer
Details of how to obtain new kit will be posted on the
school website in early August.

