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Description automatically generated]DUDLEY ACADEMIES TRUST- St James Academy 
CURRICULUM INTENT STRATEGY
History
Academy Vision: ‘Improving Life Chances For All’ 
Academy Intent and Implementation Pillars: Our whole Academy intent and implementation strategy is deeply rooted in our 6 intent pillars and 10 implementation pillars. (See Whole Academy Intent and Implementation strategy). Our Subject curriculum intent and implementation strategy is closely aligned to these pillars. 
[bookmark: _Hlk95419886][bookmark: _Hlk95419785]We believe our learners have an equal entitlement to be given the opportunity to access a History curriculum that delivers a wide range of knowledge and skills. Our History curriculum is ambitious, broad and balanced, as a result it has been designed to allow learners to delve deep into the historical world and immerse themselves with historical knowledge. History provides an opportunity for our learners to gain an understanding about cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history and our curriculum explores a range of local, British and world events, and provides learners the opportunity to develop empathy and appreciation of differing societies to encourage respect of each other and their world which reflects the diversity within our multi-cultural Academy. By investigating a wide of range of perspectives, learners will be encouraged to think about their place in the world and use their knowledge to become empowered citizens influencing the future and have improved life chances. Our curriculum aims to improve life chances for all learners, developing in them a greater understanding of their place in the world, empowering them with knowledge and providing them with the skills to succeed within their future career pathways ready for the local/global job market.
In History, we believe in learning that inspires. At St James Academy we believe that this knowledge of History allows learners to develop fundamental skills to allow them to flourish within History, across the curriculum, and later in life. Our SMART curriculum ensures a demanding curriculum that is logically sequenced, coherently planned and with consistently high standards for teaching and learning, ensuring an aspirational curriculum that allows all learners to thrive within History. A relentless focus on knowledge and skills, gives learners the vital foundations that allows them to succeed in their future. The skills and historical knowledge that is developed in the Literacy for Life curriculum in Year 7 and 8 provides a foundation for learners to be successful at Key Stage 3 and 4. Within History topics across Years 7 to 11, learners are given the opportunity to develop and deepen their historical knowledge and this allows them to understand the historical world and characteristics across periods in history. Our learners are able to engage with challenging primary sources and interpretations; evaluate arguments to formulate their own independent ideas; and debate, articulate and express their ideas, views and opinions about a wide range of topics clearly, confidently and respectfully. Our curriculum is inclusive and ambitious for all learners particularly SEND and disadvantaged learners, it focusses on improving learners’ abilities to evaluate different historical enquiries and questions across different time periods to question their independent thoughts.
Effort is rewarded in History. Our use of meaningful and purposeful assessments is an integral part of our curriculum, learners are given the opportunity to articulate their understanding and progress using both summative and formative assessment. The DAT History curriculum is designed to be progressive, with each scheme and each year building on the previous.  History forms an important part of our Literacy for Life curriculums as learners acquire knowledge and understanding of important historical figures and events as part of their wider thematic studies.   The skills that are established in these years are then built upon more explicitly in Year 9 so that there is a foundation for those learners that choose to study history at GCSE to be successful. Our aim is that by securing overview knowledge, we allow learners to place new content into historical narratives that helps them know more, remember more and do more. We engage learners in discussions and considerations of big ideas central to the world we live in today, thereby enhancing their cultural capital experiences. Ultimately, we believe that the acquisition of historical knowledge is secured through effective, logical, and coherent sequencing of lessons built upon key substantive concepts and driving enquiry questions. Substantive concepts are ‘big ideas’ that are repeated and interwoven throughout history and a focus on these allows learners to better understand the historical world and characteristics across periods in history. Although all second order concepts are taught within all topics, each topic has a particular skill focus and each of them are interwoven across the curriculum. This allows learners to develop their understanding of second order concepts, such as causation, interpretation, or significance in a focused manner.
A driving force to develop literacy in the History curriculum is to strive for a word rich classroom and curriculum. The Frayer Model is a strategy that has been woven throughout our Smart Curriculum to explicitly teach vocabulary and to develop learners’ understanding of historical content. A wide range of tier two and three words are now explicitly taught through the Frayer Model in the curriculum, enabling learners to become more articulate citizens. 
With the focus on quality teaching first, learners are able to access the History curriculum and stretch themselves to be excellent historians. Our learners are encouraged to study conscientiously to produce work that the learner’s, their parents/carers and teachers are proud of. Through a culture of high aspiration, our learners will believe that consistent hard work, well-focused effort, and a positive attitude will be rewarded. 
Implementation and Pedagogy (How will this be achieved?)
Our History Smart Curriculum aims to deliver quality teaching first, ensuring the curriculum is challenging and ambitious for all. Each history lesson at St James Academy is part of the DAT Smart curriculum where all schools within the Trust contribute to lesson planning and resources. Since September 2021 the DAT is in the process of developing a new Year 9 curriculum as well as transitioning to a different GCSE board and course for Year 10 (OCR SHP from AQA) so the SMART curriculum, and the lesson materials underpinning this, is being constructed as we proceed through the year.  Through repeat reference to the overarching enquiry question for a sequence of lessons, learning journeys and individual lesson progress indicators, at St James Academy we hope to help learners embed fundamental knowledge and historical understanding.
Ensuring that the curriculum is ambitious, but also accessible is a key driving force in History at St James Academy. For our Advantage and SEND learners, support is provided in lessons to ensure these learners are able to maximise their progress, with schemes focusing on modelling, scaffolding using the I/We/You Do model and explicit instruction.
Our SMART curriculum for History provides a clear rationale across Key Stage 3 and 4 progression at GCSE, providing an innovative scheme of learning.  Learners in Year 7 and 8 follow the Literacy for Life curriculum, with History running as a strand within this. The department has a broad range of purposeful resources, accessible centrally via TEAMS.  Central PowerPoints are differentiated by class teacher, to support our SEND/ Advantaged learners and to challenge our most able. D&C and retrieval tasks are embedded within each lesson to check for understanding. SMART curriculum lessons are based around a three-part structure as per trust expectation, ensuring effective classroom teaching.  The Frayer model is being incorporated on an ongoing basis in order to extend knowledge of Tier 2 and 3 history and to reach our Trust goal of learner ‘Word Consciousness’.
[bookmark: _Hlk96796756]Our learning principles are the basis of all learning in our Academy. Our principles are founded on the belief that every learner, regardless of background or educational need, should experience high academic challenge. 

We sequence learning and use modelling to help all learners understand difficult concepts and procedures. We do this by:
-Sharing S MAPS with learners so that they can understand what they are learning, why (BIG PICTURE) they are learning and how it is sequenced. 
-Sharing the Progress Indicators that are clear and precise about what we want learners to learn ‘learning focused not task focused’
-Use subject specific language and common language when discussing with learners 
-Breaking down new knowledge into small steps which is built upon over time. 
-Using models to support our explanations when teaching something new. Eg live modelling, worked examples, I do/You do, Conceptual models, WAGOLL, narration of our expert thought process
-Using Differentiated resources to support all learners particularly our SEND/Advantaged learners, resources include Task Boards, Timers etc

We use questioning to actively engage learners, accelerate learning, identify misconceptions as well as check learners’ understanding. We do this by:
-Using a Random Name Generator to involve all learners in our questioning and using probing questions to check learners’ understanding.
-Planning key questions to check understanding throughout the lesson and provide challenge.
-Planning for misconceptions and correcting these at the point they are observed by the teacher. 
-A range of questioning strategies
Impact 
The focus of our curriculum is to improve the outcomes for learners moving forward.  There is confirmatory evidence that the curriculum that we have collaboratively designed, and follow is having a positive impact on learners, with a clear focus on driving learners subject knowledge with regular retrieval tasks and allowing them to develop the skills required to apply this knowledge. The specialist subject knowledge of the CTL and ASL has an impact on the quality of education, curriculum and overall learning diet, ensuring that moving forward, learners have an extensive base of Historical knowledge and vocabulary that can be applied consistently within deliberate exam practice. 
Assessment (How does assessment fit in?)
[bookmark: _Hlk95419575]Formative assessment strategies are important in History, with LSTs, DNA recall quizzes & hinge questions now forming part of every lesson, enabling ongoing adjustments to planning.  Demonstrate and connect task feature regularly check learners understanding and ensure misconceptions are addressed. In Year 10 & 11 exam questions are embedded within the Smart Curriculum planning. Summative assessment follows Trust policy. Year 9, 10 and 11 are assessed at the end of each unit of work, which feeds into our whole school data drops. In Year 9, 10 learners complete end of year exams, whilst year 11 have two further mock exam points. Consistent feedback through demonstrate and connect, verbal interaction and summative assessments are inherent within the History curriculum. Formative assessment is used continuously across the whole curriculum to assess what the learners understand and to allow them to showcase their understanding of content. Using strategies such as demonstrate and connect, hinge points and low-stakes quizzing; learners can demonstrate their understanding, identify misconceptions and receive specific feedback from classroom teachers. Summative assessments are undertaken at the end of a topic to assess how much learners understand from the topic. Within the History curriculum, each summative assessment is divided into a knowledge section and a skills section to test learners understanding of second order concepts. This informs teachers leaners’ understanding of the fundamental and disciplinary knowledge taught over a unit of work. The data that is then collated and used to inform future schemes of work and planning.
Cultural Capital Links
History provides an opportunity for our learners to gain an understanding about cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history and our curriculum explores a range of local, British and world events, and provides learners the opportunity to develop empathy and appreciation of differing societies to encourage respect of each other and their world. By investigating a wide of range of perspectives, learners will be encouraged to think about their place in the world and use their knowledge to become empowered citizens influencing the future.
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