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Knowledge (AO1)
Understanding (AO2)
Application (AO3) 
Enquiry & Skills (AO4)

Yr10

Why is China on the rise?

Why is the Middle 
East an important 

region?

Will climate change affect the 
world’s future?

Is the Geography of Russia a 
curse or a benefit?

The Living World

At GCSE you will study the AQA Geography course. 
In Year 10 you will explore the Changing Economic 

World, Challenge of Natural Hazards, Physical 
Landscapes of the UK and begin fieldwork.

Geography Skills & Qualities

Teamwork, problem solving, 
organisation, communication, 
attention to detail, decision 

making, listening and speaking.

I understand how 
Russia’s physical & 
human geography 

influences its climate, 
biomes, population & the 

economy.

I know the 
geography  of 
Russia & can 
compare it to 
other places. 

I can use and interpret 
GIS, photos, maps & 

climate graphs to find 
out about Russia.

I can apply my knowledge & understanding in 
order to debate how important Russia is to the 

world, expressing & justifying my opinion. 

I know how our 
climate has changed 
over time, and can 

draw links to 
globalisation.

I can justify 
my own 

opinion & 
explain the 

views of 
others. 

I can use my 
knowledge and 

understanding to 
debate how we 

should tackle 
climate change.

I understand the 
causes, evidence & 

consequences of 
climate change on 

different places around 
the world. 

I can apply my 
knowledge & 

understanding in order 
to debate a variety of 

issues facing the Middle 
East region. 

I can use, interpret & evaluate 
statistics, photos, maps, GIS, 

population pyramids & climate 
graphs to find out about the 

Middle East.

I make increasingly 
complex  links 

between places. 

I know the 
location of & 

geography of the 
Middle East.

I understand how the Middle East’s 
physical & human geography influences 

its climate, biomes and population.

I understand how 
important the 

Middle East is to the 
rest of the world.

I understand why there 
is conflict in the Middle 
East & the impact it has 

locally & globally. 

I  can ask a wide 
range of questions to 
find out about places 

& issues. 

I know that 
ecosystems consist 

of living & non-living 
organisms.

I know the location 
of the Tropical 

Rainforest & Hot 
Desert biome.

I understand the reason 
for biome location and 
how plants and animals 

have adapted to the 
climate and soil.

I understand the 
opportunities and 

challenges of 
development in these 

biomes.

I can apply my knowledge & understanding in 
order to assess opportunities and challenges.

I can apply my knowledge & understanding in 
order to assess the risk of desertification.

I  can justify the 
location for biomes 
using map evidence 
and reference key 

latitudes.
I can communicate 

through writing at length 
using sources such as 

aerial photographs, food 
chains/webs and trophic 

level diagrams.

I know the 
geography  of 
China & can 

compare it to 
other places. 

I understand how China 
is linked with the world 

and how China has 
changed over time.

I can apply my 
knowledge & 

understanding in order 
decide whether the 

development of China is 
sustainable.

I  can 
communicate by 
writing at length 

and justify my 
views with 
evidence.I can apply my 

knowledge & 
understanding in order 

predict how China might 
change in the future.


