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In the ten short weeks since my appointment as Interim
Principal, nothing has surprised me more about our Academy
than the number of separate events which take place on a
daily basis in this building.
It is a testament to the resilience of our learners and the
dedication of our staff that the items included in this
newsletter represent just a tiny fraction of what happens over
the course of a busy term.
Year 11, of course, is our primary focus at the moment as
learners enter the final phase of preparations for the exams
which start next term. For many of them there will be little
rest over the holidays as staff put on a series of revision
classes for them in school. Details of these have been sent
home with learners.
We continue to invest much time, effort and money into
improvements across the Academy. Some of these are
described opposite and are already having a huge impact.
In addition, we are recruiting extra staff to support the
delivery of the curriculum, opening new facilities to support
our young people and continuing to embed our Values
Driven Expectations system to make sure that the learning
environment is the best it can be.
We are dedicated to making St James Academy an
outstanding school in every respect. I am extremely proud
of the efforts of both learners and staff in making sure that
the daily business of teaching and learning continues at the
highest standards whilst still finding time for everything else
that they do. I am also grateful for the support of parents and
carers who do such a fabulous job in supporting our learners.
What we do would not be possible without you and it is much
appreciated.

All change!

We started the school year in September with a new name,
a new uniform and a new school day. In the months since,
we have been working hard to transform our Academy with
a host of improvements and initiatives to make our facilities
truly outstanding.
St James Academy has already received 280 laptops to make
learning in our L4L classes more interactive. In addition,
Dudley College has provided 300 new desktop computers to
revitalise the computer network around the school.
The broadband network has received a substantial boost in
recent weeks. The increased bandwidth in school now means
that all computers can benefit from super-fast connectivity in
all areas of the school.
All Year 11 learners now have the opportunity of two
additional lessons on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
to prepare them for their summer exams. In addition, a full
programme of revision classes will be available over the
Easter holidays.
The extra Y11 lessons are being supported by a substantial
investment in a state-of-the-art learning platform, Century
Tech. This will support learners, encouraging them to follow a
personalised path through topics which need their attention
most.
The ground floor of the Science Block was redecorated
during February half-term. The first floor will be refurbished
over the Easter holidays.
A brand new Breakfast Club is available to all learners every
day from 8.00 - 8.35 in the Dining Hall. The wide selection of
dishes on offer is free of charge and includes bagels, breakfast
cereals and a variety of drinks.

Last day ... First day
This term will finish for learners on Thursday, April 11 at 2.45. School uniform should be worn on this day.
Periods 6 and 7 will take place as normal for Y11 learners
Next term will begin at 8.40 on Monday, April 29

Visit to Oxford
by Mr Clayton

Geography Field Trips

by Angel Nakhle and Crayn Manavale (Y11)
As part of our GCSE coursework we visited Birmingham City
Centre to look at whether regeneration has had a positive
impact.
The day was spent looking at different sites across Birmingham
such as the Mailbox, Grand Central and the Bulllring. The
buildings were so impressive and regeneration had clearly
worked. We conducted questionnaires, pedestrian counts and
environmental quality surveys.
I really enjoyed the trip and it will help us to improve our
grades. Finally I would like to thank Mr Hathaway, Mr Wood
and Ms Hyatt for an enjoyable day and keeping us safe.

This March, a group of our Year 10 learners was given the
fantastic opportunity to attend an aspiration-raising visit to
Oxford University.
Learners were given a tour of Christ Church College and the
centre of Oxford itself. Staff from the university were on
hand to provide learners with valuable advice on how to gain
a place at this prestigious university and undergraduates,
currently studying at Oxford, were able to give our learners
a small taster experience of the realities of living away from
home.
St James Academy will be organising a second aspiration
raising visit to Oxford in May as part of our desire to
encourage our learners to aim-high in their career and
education aspirations.

Coding Club
by Mr Clayton

For our second field work location we travelled to Carding Mill
Valley in Shropshire to investigate how the course of a river
changes as you move downstream. This didn’t sound the most
enticing of investigations but it really was.
The scenery was remarkable. There were hills and sheep
everywhere. While we were there we had to collect a range
of data and carry out different procedures to do so. One
example of data we had to collect was the velocity of the
river at 3 different areas. We started off with the lower course
then went on to the middle course and then finally, the
upper course. Because we were moving upwards, the level
of steepness increased as we progressed, so it was a very
physically demanding day.
We were in groups and were given the power to
independently carry out our own research with limited help
from the staff and many of my fellow learners relished this.
When I asked another learner how they felt about the trip
they said “It was brilliant and although we were doing work it
was one of the best trips I’ve ever been on in my time at this
school”. Many others may relate to that statement. I know I
do. The trip was exceptional, thanks to the members of staff
who sacrificed their time to organise it and supervise us!

After a successful bid for external funding, St James Academy
has been delighted to offer 25 of our Year 9 and 10 learners
places at our ‘School of Coding’.
Learners are currently taking part in a 12 week course aimed
at teaching them the art of computer coding. It is hoped this
will encourage some of our more ICT/Maths minded learners
to consider a career in ICT.
Upon successful completion of the course, learners involved
in ‘Coding Club’ will be taken on a visit to a successful ICT
company where they can witness the practical uses of the
skills they have learned.

Welsh National Opera
by Mr Checkley

From Pagliacci to The Barber of Seville, six Y7 learners have
been warming up their vocal chords and working with the
Welsh National Opera.
Along with others across the Trust, the learners have
been developing their finest Italian and writing their own
libretto. Filled with heartache, hope and a slight amount
of the tragedy, the learners are gearing up for their final
performance in Wolverhampton later in May. The learners
have thoroughly enjoyed themselves and have been amazed
at the level of dedication, professionalism and of course
talent required to become an Opera singer. Across the entire
Academy Trust, our six learners have been a credit to the
school through their commitment and positive attitude.

Attendance News

Moroccan Links

by Mrs Halford

Current attendance by Year Group :
94.6%
Year 7
92.4%
Year 8
92.6%
Year 9
93.3%
Year 10
92.9%
Year 11

107 learners
have 100%
attendance
to date

There are lots of ongoing rewards for 100%
attendance on a weekly basis. These include Hot
Chocolate Friday where learners can be nominated
to meet for a hot chocolate and cake on a Friday
breaktime.
There are also half termly and termly draws where
learners are entered into a draw and have the
chance of winning vouchers and other fantastic
prizes.

Wolves player Romain Saiss took time out from his busy
schedule to meet Moroccan international learners who have
been with us over the past week.
The learners from the Gustave Eiffel school were sponsored
by Romain to come to the UK thanks to his family links to
the school. They have been spending time at St James taking
English lessons and experiencing life generally in a busy
secondary school.

Congratulations!
by Mrs Ratcliffe

Congratulations to Harley Monk (Y9) who was recently
selected as on of the first group of Dudley Academy Trust
West Midlands Police Cadets.
His selection was confirmed on the Trust’s official Twitter
account @DudleyAcadTrust.

On parle en français
by Ms Fones

It’s been argument after argument in Year 7 French lessons this
half-term but for all of the right reasons.
Year 7s, having finished their current topic of study on School
Subjects, have transformed themselves into vivid debaters.
Consisting of a Team A and Team B, learners were given some
key debate phrases to use and told to plan a debate about
their likes and dislikes of school subjects. Obviously anything
that Team A said about a school subject, Team B would
argue against. The debates were well planned and rehearsed
by learners and consequently this led to some amazing
performances. A massive well done to all our Year 7 learners.

Sport Matters
Netball

by Ms Brothwell

Boys’ basketball

We have had a busy end to the netball season with many
teams from Y7- 10 out at fixtures and tournaments.
A particular highlight has been from the girls from the new Y7
netball team which played its first fixture and tournament as
a team, coming second in their group.
Well done to all learners that have taken part.

by Mr Lynch

A selected group of learners from Y9 and Y10 was given the
opportunity to visit Dudley College and watch the College
1st team play in their Wednesday afternoon U19 league
game recently.
They defeated Walsall College putting almost 100 points
on them and our learners really enjoyed seeing such a
high standard on show. It was even more pleasing when 4
college players were in fact ex-Castle High learners, who are
continuing their love for the sport and playing at a highly
competitive standard.
Following this match Clive Allen and the college players then
ran through some coaching drills for our learners, including
a small tournament at the end and it was a great success.
We look forward to more of these events in the future and a
massive thanks to Simon King (Dudley College) and Clive for
making this happen.
Our St. James learners were a credit to the school in their
behaviour and attitude, and they commented on how they
loved the opportunity to visit this great facility and see what
opportunities there are for when they leave school at their
local outstanding college.

Stars of the Term
Sydney Sawyer
Outstanding commitment to Core PE
Wafiq Ibrahim
Superb attitude to Cambridge National course
Tasheka Tinglin
Amazing effort in basketball extra-curricular
Scot Wheeler
Excellent recent attitude in PE lessons
Busayo Adetubero
Outstanding performance in cup final victory
Victoria Onabirekhanlen
Commitment to extra-curricular
Malachi Moving
Excellent attitude in PE lessons
Pearl Menns
Commitment to extra-curricular
Kai Holmes
Excellent gymnastics and parkour unit

The under 15s have remained unbeaten all season and still
have one fixture to play in order to clinch the league title for
a second year running.
They have also won the Handicap Cup, beating Beacon Hill
80-76. It was an excellent game and an outstanding advert for
schools basketball which is currently organised by Mr. Moody
(The Link) and Clive Allen (Sporting Albion) at Dudley College.
We are lucky that we have such a committed group of lads
which include some that play and train with Clive outside of
school. These club links have been the cornerstone behind
our basketball success in recent years and we hope this
continues for many more years.

Leo Rematio
Outstanding performance in cup final victory
Noah Gilbert
Outstanding performance in cup final victory

